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"I Listened to the old brag of my heart: I am, I
am, I am" Sylvia Plath
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Chapter 1
Ayabonga Ngope
Ayabonga, a student at the Learn to Live School of
Skills at The Salesian Institute Youth Projects in Cape
Town is currently in Year 4.
Ayabonga caught the attention of one of the teachers
while they were planning the School's 2015 annual
prize-giving. All the teachers felt that he was a young
boy who deserved a special prize. They had noticed
that throughout the school year, after every lunch,
Ayabonga would stay behind and clean up the dininghall out of his own free will, without any encouragement
from the teachers.
Everybody knew that he loved cycling, but that he unfortunately did not own a bicycle. The
teachers then searched the Salesian premises and found an old bicycle, which was refurbished
and awarded to him as a special prize in recognition of his exemplary attitude of service.
At the beginning of 2016, it was discovered that Ayabonga no longer had his bicycle. He had
visited his elderly grandparents in the Eastern Cape during his school holidays. They live in a rural
settlement far away from the nearest town and shops. Ayabonga felt that he had to help his
grandparents and gave his bicycle to his grandfather to use as transport to get to town and back.
This was a selfless act which did not go unnoticed by the Salesian staff and their supporters.
Johan Fourie, the General Manager at Doolhof Wine Estate, heard about this story. He decided to
donate the bicycle he used to ride his first Cape Epic Race, to Ayabonga, in recognition of his
fantastic attitude and to encourage him to continue cycling.
Ayabonga, has in the meantime, joined a cycling club in Hout Bay, and thoroughly enjoys cycling.
His dream is to one day ride a three-stage cycling event. This dream may now come true, as he
has been offered to ride the Wine2Whales this year with Angelo Casu, Manager of the Grand
Dedale Country House in the Winelands. Angelo also recently donated a mountain bike cycling kit
to Ayabonga, to motivate him further to cycle.
This story is not only about Ayabonga. Like most of the learners at the Learn to Live School, who
comes from underprivileged backgrounds, Ayabonga received a gift, an opportunity through the
kindness of others. This story is about every child in the Learn to Live School of Skills, who has
dreams and potential, something the Salesian Institute Youth Project recognises in the youth that
come to them. The Salesian Institute Youth Projects serves as catalyst to fulfill these dreams, by
offering education and training, enabling the youth to have the means to become dignified and
productive citizens.
Ayabonga will complete his schooling this year, and thanks all the donors for their contributions to
assist the Salesian Institute Youth Projects to continue with their work in youth development.

Chapter 2
Yonela Magqaza
Yonela is a 21-year-old woman. As a child, growing up
in the Eastern Cape, she was intrigued by building
things and playing with mortar. She wanted to become
a builder. There was no doubt in her mind as to what
she wanted to do.
In 2018, Yonela came across a Facebook post by the
Salesian Institute Youth Projects and discovered that
they offer a 3-month Bricklaying & Plastering course.
This course forms part of a 5 programme offering by the Salesian Institute, through their YES
(Youth Employment Skills) Programme. She followed the information provided on the Salesians
Institute website and found out where they was situated in Cape Town.
In May 2018,Yonela came to the Salesians and chose from the various courses on offer – it was
not a difficult choice. The Bricklaying & Plastering course is what she came for in the first place!
Yonela smiles and says, “I enjoyed it so much, and the guys in my group accepted me as part of
the team." Yonela completed the course and recently came to assist her course facilitator, Mr.
Alec, to set up and prep for the new intake.
She proudly tells us how her mother, who works in Khayelitsha ,saw that a school was expanding
the local school facilities. Yonela bravely approached the foreman at the school's construction site
and handed him her CV and certificate of course completion. “He offered me a job! My family is so
proud of me, and I am enjoying this very much.” Yonela said with a big smile. “One day I will build
a house for my mother and my own house.”
The construction and infrastructure industries are part of the fabric of our daily lives. It impacts
almost every element of our work, travel and leisure, and makes a significant contribution to the
economy. This makes it more indefensible that although half the country’s working population is
female, women make up just 13% of the construction sector’s workforce. The industry needs to
make a more visible and tangible commitment to empowering women at all levels, by providing
equal opportunities for women. The Institute through the Bricklaying and Plastering course gives
youth, including women, access to construction education to bridge the specific barriers within the
industry.
The Salesian Institute Youth Projects assist youth like Yonela, by providing them with vocational
skills training, otherwise not available to them. Yonela who had no idea of how she could realise
her dreams of becoming a builder, has now taken her first step - to improve her future and
financial independence.
Yonela graduated on 14 May 2018, and has gone on to work for Raycon Construction Properties.
This company is currently building a Primary School in Khayelitsha. She started her contract in
September 2018 as a bricklayer.
Well done Yonela, for persevering and chasing your dream!

Chapter 3
Warren Stevens
Warren is 27 years old and grew up in Mannenberg a
suburb of Cape Town. It was an unstable environment,
with both parents addicted to alcohol and drugs. Their
monthly income was spent on indulging in this
destructive behaviour, leaving Warren, the oldest, to
take care of his 4 siblings.
“My biggest drive was to have a plate of food every day.
This was not our kids fault, why did we have to suffer
like this?” he asked as a child.
Warren did odd jobs around the neighborhood just to get some food. “We were desperate but
there were good people that helped us. I did not have proper clothing or shoes and was teased at
school to the point where I decided to leave school.” Warren also got involved in drugs, which lead
to many challenges. At the height of his despair he decided to turn his life around. Warren heard of
the Waves of Change Program at the Salesian Institute Youth Projects. The Waves of Changes
assists young men and women, to work in the maritime industry. He enrolled and completed the
orientation steps. With this, and the job placement assistance provided by the Salesian Institute
Youth Projects. Warren found employment on a private fishing vessel. He was relieved to finally
be earning a salary.
“I will work hard and save my income - so that I can take my family to a safer suburb where we
can live and prosper. I never want my children to go to bed hungry like I did.”
Warren still looks after his younger sister, to make sure that she is safe and gets an education. He
talks of his childhood years - visibly emotional, the scars still lingering and a lot of healing still to
take place.
Warren just wants dignity for himself and his family. Employment is the first step in achieving this,
and he is well on his way. His courage is an example to us all.
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